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How does the political administration work?

Historically, control has been found in “Iron Triangles” which connect executive bureaus, congressional committees, and interest groups with common interests in programs and party affiliation.  They are defined by…
· Small circles of participants who are largely autonomous.

· Stable population controlling public programs which are of economic interest to the party of the alliance.

· Example – military contractors, pentagon, congress

Recent (last 20 years) shift in power to “Issue Networks”

· Loose association of participants that share knowledge and interest in particular policies.

· Large populations that move in and out of the networks.

· Motivated by intellectual or emotional commitment rather than along party lines.

· Experts in issue networks are those who are issue skilled – a range of specific knowledge and know the players involved.

· Leaders in issue networks are policy politicians – experts at using experts.

· Examples – NRA, abortion, same sex marriage, cloning, etc.

The results of issue networks are to create a “Technocracy” which complicates a once stable political system with definitive reference points.

Technocracy and Technocrats
There are approximately 200 top presidential appointees charged with supervising the bureaucracy and another 500 politically appointed officials under them.

· The technocrat marks a shift from party politician to policy politician.

· They have the ability to move throughout issue networks.

· Are knowledgeable about issues but are not identified with a position.
Advantages to a Technocracy

· Mirrors voter trend of becoming less party affiliated and leaning more towards issue-based politics (the single-issue voter).

· Issue networks provide a stronger link between congress and the executive branch than party affiliation does.

· Gives political executives room to maneuver on issues that iron triangles didn’t by having opportunities to split and recombine support on issues.

Disadvantages to Technocracy

· Complexity… Democratic politics tries to simplify complexity.  Technocracy searches for complexity in what may seem simple.  Also, finding and trying to understand the complexity of an issue may put that understanding out of reach for the public.

· Consensus… Democratic politics looks for agreement even if by conceding some points.  Technocracy values understanding more than agreement.  Technocrats specialize but by the nature of public office, they must generalize.

· Confidence… Democratic politicians are supposed to be self-assured, take credit for success and blame other for failure.  In a Technocracy, not appearing omniscient conveys intelligence and openness to new and ever-changing information.  Taking credit ignores support groups.

· Closure… Democracy’s purpose is to find a way to end debate to begin action.  A Technocracy is made up of intellectual activists that are always looking for more information to challenge accepted truths.

Why Technocracy will endure.

· Policy specialists have invaded Washington and will not likely leave.

· There is no way to reverse the expectations of in-depth policy knowledge.

· The number of policies in existence that are based on the complexity of technocracy will lead to more. 

Did it?

· Lobbyists still going strong in Washington (so are iron triangles)

· There’s still an expectation of detailed policy knowledge

· Single-issue voting a big part of U.S. politics (“Anybody But Bush”)

· Many policies based on the complexity of technocracy

